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Is the BJP led govt.
sabotaging the trust
of the people?

The present BJP govt. came to power as an
alternative to 15 years congress rule in the state.
Over thousands had been murdered in staged
encounter, issues of Drug smuggling, rampant
corruption in the name of cleaning Loktak lake and
atrocities committed to the people had raged to the
people. What is ironic is that the present BJP led
government instead of acting on the aspiration of
the people has now forgotten the sentiment of the
people and is busy organising Go to Village, Go to Hill
and Peoples’ Day. This is a direct humiliation to the
people as it is a contrast to the post election campaign
of the BJP.

On the other hand fishermen living on the Bio Mass
(Phumdi) at Loktak lake are still yet to get justice.
The ruling BJP too had so far not extended any help
to the fishermen of Loktak lake.

It is at this junction that the question arise - what
is the difference between the past and the present
government?

As of now no measures has been taken up to punish
those Drug lords involved in smuggling of drugs in the
state. This is nothing but the synonymous character
of the past and present govt. The present BJP
government which won the heart of my people on
their assurance during pre election campaign still had
not taken up any measure to make sure that victims
of the staged encounter are delivered justice. If the
present government is serious about the staged/fake
encounter, than those chargesheeted and those who
are under investigation would have been already put
under suspension. However, nothing of such has been
taken up instead it showed a signed of protecting
those policemen involved is staged fact encounter.

This is the reason that this paper felt that the BJP
led government had failed to keep its pre election
campaign.

It won’t be surprising to mention that the series of
fake encounter happened during 15 years of congress
rule occurred when today’s deputy Minister was the
DGP of the state. That means he knows or had
knowledge of everything that happened. But the BJP
government which had promise to deliver justice has
been keeping him in high political profile and is
presently going hand in hand.

The government now considered its survival to the
blessing of the once upon a time head of the police
department. The attitude is no difference from the
previous government when it comes to killing,
maiming and torturing of innocent lives.

It is no wrong in taking help from even an enemy to
make its position, but turning blind to the crime
committed by the enemy and placing him at the top
position simply suggest that the government is cheating
the people. At almost all organised meeting of the
BJP - the party assured justice to victims of fake
encounter. The BJP also many times assured to book
all those responsible who looted public money in the
name of cleaning the Bio mass of Loktak lake and
also assured appropriate punishment to the drug
smugglers. However, this government again cheated
the people by taking action to some few peons after
establishing the anti-corruption cell and sideline those
involved in multicourse narcotic business as well as
the issue of Loktak cleaning crisis.

The govt. led by N. Biren Singh is no more new. It is
over 1 years and half month old. Many rights activists
have often termed congress government as murderer’s
regime now it is no wrong to call the present
government as regime for protection of murderers
and criminals.

On the other hand, majority of the people who are
living under poverty line still are denied from getting
the PDS items. People are being hypnotized in the
name of ‘Go to Village’ program.

This government showed some of its true colour by
playing communal polities by keeping the agenda pf
religion as their top priority. Hatred to Muslim
community is reflected and all effort to convert each
and every community to Hindu religion.

But one thing that this government makes the people
smiles is the continuation of lip service. But the reality
is that there is still no administration at many part of
the Hill region. What is more worrying is that the BJP
seems to have no worry to intrusion of Manipur’s
territory by Myanmar Authority.
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The Zeliangrong Movement: Contribution of Rani Gaidinliu

By- Soihiamlung Dangmei

Introduction: The the Dzuko River put many of the
Zeliangrong Movement was Zeliangrong villages south of itin
described in different ways by Manipur and North of it in Naga
different writers. For an instance,.J.PHills.
Mills described Haipou Jadonang as
the ‘Messiah King’, while Robert Gaidinliu.

Reid described the movement as Rani Gaidinliu loved the
‘Zeliangrong Uprising’ (Kamei 2009: Zeliangrong as such she was lik
1). Ursula Graham Bower referreda mother of the whole population|
Jadonang as a religious mystic, whildNayyar 2002: 13)After the
A.Z PhizoA. Dasgupta, Khuswant martyrdom of Jadonang, Gaidinliu,
Singh, D.PSracey B.B. Ghosh and the charismatic spiritual and
Hamlet Bareh referred to thepolitical successor of Jadonan
movement as a ‘Naga revolt againseontinued the legacy of Jadonan
British colonialism’. Besides, more The arrest, trial and execution o
importantly some scholars referredJadonang stunned his followersZeliangrong administrative unit,number of recognition from
to the Zeliangrong Movement aswith fear and anxietyJadonang either as a district or union territory government and other
‘Naga Raj'. The movement gainedrole was the preparatory phase an@they were not opposed to the Nagarganizations. In 1956, she was
momentum during the British India real action came during the phaséndependence movement as suctelected the president of the Freedom
because it coincided with the Nonof Gaidinliu, his brilliant and but their clash was more on theFightersAssociation of India, and
Co-operation movement of India.determined disciple. The visit toreligious issue. The Rani party hadn 1972 she was awarded a
However with the death of Kambiron (Manipur)around 1926- not only created an army but also &amrapatra as a freedom fighter
Jadonang, the movement became 3927 was the beginning of a mastetivil government where RaniAgain in 1982, gaidinliu was
socio-religious reform movement. and disciple relationship betweenGaidinliu was the patron saint chiefconferred Padma Bhushan, and also
The reformed religion came to beJadonang and Gaidinliu. Sheof the Heraka religion and chief ofreceived ‘award of recognition’ from
known as Heraka. The followers ofrealized the spiritual power of the government. the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Heraka are found mostly in N.C. Hills Jadonang, and wanted to learn Rani Gaidinliu continued the Kohima, Nagaland. In 1996, the
of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur from him, and she became devotedeliangrong movement urging theAnthropological Survey of India
Nevertheless, the legacy of theto his masterThough, their government of India to integrate theposthumously awarded her the
Zeliangrong movement remains toassociation was only for about fourZeliangrong areas into a separatBirsa MundaAward. In the same
the present generation. years, Gaidinliu could follow the political unit. She was persuaded byear the government of India

The Zeliangrong Nagas arelanguage and teaching ofthe government of Nagaland toreleased a one-rupee postal stamp
one of the various groups ofJadonang. For an instancepress her demand in a peaceful wayn her honour
Mongoloid race with distinct Jadonang composed many songShe was invited to stay at Kohima. Besides being a freedom
culture, laws and customs.and poems; Gaidinliu could learnOther Zeliangrong leaders andighter and prophetess, Gaidinliu
According to some linguists andthem and also added her own irorganizations also endorsed thevas a socio-cultural reformeBhe
anthropologists, the Zeliangrongthe later years. During the lastdemand. In 1964, the firstwas against the&/estern influences
Nagas belonged to the Tibeto-pilgrimage to Bhubon cave, Lordmemorandum for a separateon the culture of the people. It was
Burman family and sub-families of Bisnu revealed to Jadonang andeliangrong administrative unit wason this ground that she opposed
the Tibeto-Chinese race. TheGaidinliu, a new reformed religion, submitted to Prime Minister Lal Christianity as foreign religion that
Zeliangrong Nagas inhabit thewhich s called Heraka. Bahadur Shastri. In 1966, Ranidestroyed the traditional religion.
compact and  contiguous Gaidinliu reorganized the Gaidinliu demanded the integrationShe always stood for the
geographical area which has beemovement and challenged theof the Zeliangrong areas Aksam, preservation of indigenous culture
fragmented into the statesAgsam, British inspite of the innumerable Manipur and Nagaland into aand identityBasicallyit was for this
Manipur and Nagaland in India. In odds and struggle. By her spiritualpolitical unit. Indira Gandhi, the thenreason that she always appeared on
Assam, the Northeast of Northstrength and skill in organization, Prime Minister of India assuredtraditional attire. In one instance,
Cachar Hills district is the ancestralshe could convince the peoplespecial coordinated developmentvhile she was in Lucknow in her
Zeliangrong homeland. They areand move forward to accompliceprogramme for the Zeliangrongtraditional attire, a Zeliangrong
also settled in Cachar valley ofthe mission of Jadonang. Severapeople. But the government ofyouth saw her and called hapui
Assam. In ManipurTamenglong attempts to arrest her were failedManipur, Assam and Nagaland (mother). Then Gaidinliu told him
district is the ancestral homeland offor sometimes as the troops werégnored the demands of thethat ‘today you could recognize me
the Zeliangrong people. They areallured that she appeared inZeliangrong people. Realizing thebecause of my traditional attire,
also settled in western Sadar Hiilsdifferent places simultaneouslyneed for a unified leadership, theotherwise you would not recognize
Tadubi sub-division of Senapatibutactually she moved from placezeliangrong People’ Convention me, so wear our traditional dresses
district, Loktak Project area of to place under the protection of(ZPC)was formed in 1980 under theso that we could recognize one
Churachandpur district, certainher disciples. Troops were sent tdeadership of Rani Gaidinliu to anothet. To the present dayhe
villages in Bishnupur district, and Zeliangrong territory from all spearhead a democratic, peacefideraka instructed men to put on
about seventy villages in ImphaldirectionsAt last, she was arrestedand constitutional movement ofbronze earrings, and women to have
valley of Manipur In Nagaland, in early 1933, tried and sentence@eliangrong Homeland within the short hair in the front side, so that
Peren district is the ancestralher to life imprisonment for starting Indian Union. they could recognize their fellow
homeland of the Zeliangrong peoplesuch a heinous cult and carrying The issue of the integration ofHeraka. Heraka means pure, which
They are also settled in Dimapurout insurrection against the Britishthe Zeliangrong area into a singlds not mixing with other evil things.
district and Kohima district. government, although it did notadministrative unit was raised earlielThe wordHera-means God anida-

The British administration that wholly succeed in suppressing theby ~ different  Zeliangrong means fence. It means God fencing
came in North East India much beforgdeology on which it was built. She organizations and leaders includingut to the evil gods and kept his
the advent of Christian missions wagvas released from Tura Jail wherRani  Gaidinliu. Though the people inside his fencing. Thos who
primarily the agency of change India became independentin 1947government of India had rejected thare inside the fencing, they are
among the people in the regionWhatever might have been herdemand for a Zeliangrong district incalledHerakame, which means the
With the British conquest of the teaching, Gaidinliis heroism had 1966, Rani Gaidinliu after the fadingpure people (Newme 1991: 1).
region, a new administration begarmoved veteran Indian nationalistaway of the Naga integration Conclusion: The Zeliangrong
where the North East region camePandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who gavenovement pressed Prime Ministemovement which embarked on
under the British rule and control. Inher the title of Rani in 1937. Her Indira Gandhi to consider thefighting against the British colonial
order to strengthen their presencgolitical programme was the Zeliangrong integration issue. Indirarule and subsequently a demand for
and administration, the British translation of Jadonargyidea of Gandhi pleaded her inability andhomeland in post-independent
introduced laws and jurisprudencethe establishment of a Naga Rajassured that she would consult théndia witnessed radical change in
in the region.Various laws were She continued to work for the chief ministers of the concernedthe late 26 centuryAfter the death
enacted for efficient administration welfare of the Zeliangrong peoplestates where the Zeliangrong areasf Haipou Jadonang and Rani
which in turn had an impact on thetill her last breath. The importantare situated. In 1980, theGaidinliu, the movementwas halted,
indigenous social and political legacy of Gaidinliu was the Zeliangrong People’ Convention and it became a socio-religious
structures. reforming of the traditional religion (ZPC) was formed, the supremeaeform movement. Besides, the

The British had some contactwhich is known as Heraka. body of the Zeliangrong people tomovement lack proper mobilization
with North Cachar Hills oAssam by The objective of the deal with the integration of the among the Zeliangrong people and
1832, but it was only in 1854 that anZeliangrong movement under theZeliangrong areas into a politicalthere was no proper propaganda
administrative sub-divisional leadership of Rani Gaidinliu was unit, a district, a union territory or awhich  resulted in partial
headquarters became operationallefense of the political fight for state. participationAnother hindrance to
The British presence in North the integration of the Zeliangrong In 1981, the ZPC declared thethe Zeliangrong movement is the
Cachar Hills was largely a strategicinto a common homeland. Thedemand for Zeliangrong homelandnterference from the Naga
entry point to the region; Christian Naga national workers in theirwithin the Indian Union. Several insurgents on the pretext that it
missionary movements also startegolitical campaign took up rounds of talks were engagedwould affect the Naga movement.
making their presence felt. TheChristian proselytism as a mainbetween the Zeliangrong leaderdiowever the purpose of the
British annexation of North Cachar function. Many of the Zeliangrong and New Delhi but availed noZeliangrong movement has been
was disastrous for the Zeliangrongpeople who followed the solution. New Delhi stated that itthe assertion and preservation of the
population. indigenous religion were was extremely difficult to redraw the Zeliangrong regional identity within

In Manipur, McCulloch had condemned or coerced to converexisting boundaries of the existingthe Naga nationalist landscape. In
adduced the oppressive rule ofto Christianity They formed into states and persuaded the ZPC tiact, the Zeliangrong movement
Manipur Kingdom being the Zeliangrong army and had aagree to a development structuredoes not oppose the Naga national
responsible for the desertion of theforce, which in the course of sixpreferably a central authority movement. What the Zeliangrong
villages once inhabited by theyears of active existence (1960-66Howevey the ZPC pressed for theconvention maintained was that the
Zeliangrong Another acute reason reached a strength of 400Zeliangrong homeland; beforespecial problem of the Zeliangrong
was the immigration of the Kukis into combatants and 1000 non-matters could be solved Ranipeople namely the fragmentation of
Manipur especially the southern andcombatant civil followers. They Gaidinliu passed away in 1993.  their areas into the political units be
western hills occupied by the came to be known as Rani party Rani Gaidinliu received a recognized by all concerned.
Zeliangrong and the feuds betweerparallel to the Federal Government
the Kukis and the Zeliangrong. Theof Nagaland. The Zeliangrong /apout the author:
boundary between Manipur andgovernment of Rani Gaidinliuwas| py sgihjamlung Dangmei teaches Political Philosophy and Theory at
Naga Hills was settled in 1872 after 28ngaged in the twin objectives of o Department of Political Science, and also Coordinator of the
protracted on-the-spot survey ofpreservation and promotion of thel penartment of Tribal SQudies, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University,
Thangal Menjor and R. Brown. The Heraka cult against the Christian pc_ Mani pur. ’
demarcation of the boundary alongpreaching and establishment of
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